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cary walls and doors that don't shut

embarrassing stains on it S, imagine the dey-

agtation that | felt when one day, | looked up
and saw the wall above my quest toilet completely
blotched!

These are freshly painted walls; the coat of white
paint has enly been on for about three months,
Mow, it's a kaleidoscope of horrid peach, brown
and black: Mot a pleasant sight, and the thought
af what is actually leaking from above (which
presumably is the site of my upstairs neighbour’s
toilet) makes me queasy.

Haowever, if it was the paintwork alone that
needed doing, | wouldn't have minded so much,
The thing is, the leak, which occurred right above
the door also somehow affected the door - it
wolildn't close because molsture seeped into it.

This door was also changed at the same time my
house was repainted, So there are in total three

I wouldn't be caught dead wearing dothes with

No retaining wal

things that | have to work on: Paint, door and
frame.
In retrospect, if | had gotten professional advice
before renovating my home, I'd probably have
avoided the problem. See, the old door was -
already warped when | ht my home, and |
thought that it was merely due to “old age”, but
apparently not.

| have learned not to take things for granted. If
there's something wrong In the first place, there

most probably would be deeper underlying prob-

lems that would come back to haunt us.
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Tan T.T. Leaks destroy

Kuada Lummpor anything that's
et

Type of unit: Apartment 1

Nature of disaster: Leaking céfling and it frame.

Estimated cost of repairs: RM2,500
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Dark water

y horror began two years six-year statu- Itwasahﬂght and sunny that wasn't the end of it!
after | moved into my tory period Sunday moming when, after A maonth later, a water

new home in a Petaling Jaya to file fegal a quick inspection, | decided  pipe running through my
suburh, | began noticing that action is over. to buy a quaint single-sto- bathrogm wall burst, creat- »
the lower part of my walls in A plan to rey terrace house in Subang  ing mote terrifying images on
the ground floor of my two- convert this laya. There was my folly, for | both sides of that wall.
and-half storey intermediate part of my hadn't thought of rain. Meedless to say, | had to dig
house were always damp. house into a When the wet season deeper into my nest-egg to

My suspicion that some- workplace-cum began, so did my night- exorcise the problems, but the
thing was amiss was con- study has been mare, Just three weeks after final blood-curdling scream
firmed when the dampness ruined, An eye- moving in, my once freshly  came when | saw the bill
rapidly spread and the paint sore, it Is rarely painted house began to eerly  Lesson leamt? There were
began to peel. Its repainting used ... even resemble the set of a certain  two, actually: Not every day
proved useless as the problem then, it is only lapanese horror flick, courtesy  is & (sunny) Sunday, there-
kept recurring. used to store af a roof that leaked in several  fore, take a good look before

_ What made matters worse Upset, my wife and | spent  bric-a-brac. places. Ominous black shapes  you leap.
- wasthaton Investigation, | alot of time In and out of the also began appearing on my
~ found that my lower half-floor  developer's office, hoping for ~ Kesavan ceiling and ghastly brown M. Pereira s
.~ built below the ground recourse, but to no avall. My Petaling Joyu, Selangar streaks ran down my white  Subang Jaya, Selongar i

level - was constructed with- neighbours (who also faced walls — just like that movie .
out a retaining wall, the problem) sought to filea  Type of unit: Split-level ter- “Dark Water”, Type of unit: Single-storey -

According to my house’s class action sult against the race At night, when the imagi-  terrace 4
architectural plan, there is developer, but thal didn't Nature of disaster: Retaining nation really runs wild, | half  Mature of disaster: Leaking
supposed to be a retaining materialise partly due to legal  wall not built expected to see an up-side- rooffwater pipes
wall, so | concluded that it casts and time constraints, Estimated cost of repairs: down head dangling from Estimated cost of repairs:
was omitted by the developer. Now I've been told that the  RM20,000 these darkened spots. Bul RME, 500
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