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e

al o your lfes savings,
o a significant chunk of
that, into a single purchase - a
piece of property.

o deciion, 2
0 ensure your mangy s
well spent, it is therefore
important to inspect the
property thosoughly before
you sigh on the dodted line

lemﬂ yourselt dishing out

Hidden problems

To the unlrained eye, a
home may often look des-
thetically pleasing but could,
in fact, be hiding a myriad o/
problems, which usuzlly sur-
face after the deed is done.
By then, the new owners
would be in a fi to budget
for repaic works,

Sometimes, they are not
to be blamed for allowing
the faults to go unnoticed as
certain do-it-youzself (DIV}
products to help “dress up
properties” could tum out to
e *wieapons of mass decep-

Typical warning signs to
leok oul for inclute gag-Til
ing products, wall panelling,
strategically placed furmiture,
rugs or potted plants, and
newly painted surfaces,
according lo Archect Centre

Know your defects

Sdn Bhd (ACSB), an archi-
tectural semvice centre that
prowides building inspection
SEVICES.

Causes and remedies

“To understand how Lo beal
a problem, it is important Lo
understand the cause.

For example, cracking in
brickwork is o'ten dus to soil
Movement calised by fictars!
such 3 MOlstire movement
in réactive sols, unever)
setlernént of the foundaton:
additions o existing bald-
ings, or excessive uihmmnm
e ould also cause by expa
sion or shnnh.y of the (Ii)
brickwiork itsel

If & crack appears over-
night, darrt panic - it doesn't
mean that your house will
come tumbling down soon.
The fact is most cracks require
cosmetic treatment only, and
are not indications of serious
structusal damage.

If the cracks are due o
maisture mnvemem in reac-
tive soils,
be as s\mu\? as watenng your
garden a bit more o less,

Ancther commen prablem
for homecwmers is a eaking
or sagging raof. Leaks occur
when martar cracks away

from the ridge or capping
tles o mortar joints near val-
ley qutters.

‘W quick and easy fix ista
plug the crack with a suitable
silicone product, If the leak i
soyere, then rebedding of al
the eapping or other Gles in
ew martar is necessary.

As ot sagging roofs, they
accur throiigh deceriora-
tida bkt o by age o
when lightwei
ek 33 curlugilrd
stenl s replaced with héavier
materials like concrete s,
Itis impertant to reinforce
any oot framing before the
changeover of the property is
made.

Another problem that
sometimes misses the eye is
termite infestation. There are
over 175 species of temiles
in Malaysia, bul only about
10 per cent of them cause
damege of any economic sig-
nificance.

Termites are exsily enndi-
cated by puffing one or two
grammes af taxic dust into
their galleries and covering
over the enry point after
puliing. As termites dean or
*groom” each ather, they
pass an the toxic dust which
eventually kils off the antire
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Sl ks cthe e deation oe when
lightwesgt

it materlals are replaced with heavier
Preventlon Is better than

colany.
Dampness in homes i alio
often overlooked although
that can become & health
hazard, which is coslly to
deal with. However, simple
remedial work could solve or
minimise: this problem,

s of
dampness: Rising damp, fll-
ing clamp, and horizontal or
penelrating damp. A damp
wallor cailing is difficult
to detect, but it starts to
show up as the atmosphere
becomes drir,

Surtace stains, fifted surface
finishes and efflorescence as

well 25 fretting are three com-

mon signs. Aslong as one
recognises the varlous types
of dampness, the situation
Gan be quickly remedied.

ones

aur
The key to resobving ol
housing fauls is o recogrise
the problem end applying
a proper maintenance pro-
pamme
A5 the “Do not be penny
whse but pound foolh” say.
ing goes, i best. knpend o
2 e g ngection
the experts, With that, you
mad not ?nd\p Wenmng
ore than yau bargaine
RSB ol pro(tss\unal
help to nspect
for deict ragbinaren
design, but minus the stress.

For mare informotian,
coll 03-2698 2488 ar visit
s architecteentre.com.my
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