The Star, Monday, September 8, 2008

Architects helping out

PROPERTY owners and buyers seeking help for building related problems can now acquire the services of the Architect Centre to inspect their premises and recommend any necessary measures.

A subsidiary of Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia (PAM), the centre provides property inspection and building advice.
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Building advice: Lee briefing a visitor at the property fair on the centre's services. 

“We ensure any shortcomings and defects are identified and recommend the appropriate steps to rectify the problem,” said centre inspector Anthony Lee Tee.

Lee said many owners of dilapidated heritage buildings are often unsure of what to do with them.

“People love these old buildings but don’t know how to restore them. Our centre can offer expert advice on refurbishing and revitalising these premises to return them to their former glory while incorporating new amenities,” Lee added.

A typical inspection case starts with the client calling the centre and setting up an appointment. The centre will then allocate an architect to inspect the building and furnish the owner with a report and recommendations upon completion. It has 14 inspectors in Penang and 25 in Kuala Lumpur.

The 300-point checklist report include identification of defects, possible causes and suggested remedies.

As an independent body, the inspectors provide objective and non-biased assessments, which complies with accepted international standards.

Among the problems many property owners encounter are dampness in walls, termites in flooring and door frames, exposed electrical wiring, absence of safety switches on switchboards and poorly maintained systems.

Their services are available for all types of residential, industrial and commercial buildings.

The centre’s building advisory services which focus on planning, procedural and technical matters, design and defects ensure prospective property buyers do not encounter any problems and safeguard their investment.

For those interested in the centre’s services, contact [image: image2]
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