16 May 2008
KUALA LUMPUR HOMES HAVE HEALTH HAZARDS
Kuala Lumpur residents have been warned to check their homes for health hazards before finalising their purchases.

Ar Haji Hussein Hamzah, General Manager of Architect Centre, the building advisory service of the Malaysian Institute of Architects said today that problems with mould growth, faulty electrical wiring, waterproofing and drainage were the main problems that home buyers needed to consider because they all had an impact on the future health of the family.

The findings released from inspections done by Architect Centre have highlighted their concerns over the regular maintenance, or lack of it to be proven true. 
A number of significant building defects have been identified, including:

· Dampness to internal walls surrounding bathroom, wet areas, etc

· The prevalence of termites in flooring, door frames, etc

· Dangerous electrical wiring left without disconnection

· No safety switches on switchboards

· Poorly maintained services, including water pipes, hot water systems, drainage

He said that Architect Centre was modelled on the Royal Australian Institute of Architects company Archicentre which had been undertaking pre-purchase inspections for over twenty years and had an enormous data base on the condition of Australian houses.

“Our early Malaysian figures show that Malaysian houses are structurally stronger than Australian houses but they had many more problems which could affect the health of their occupants.”

He said that of particular concern was the extent of dampness and mould which could cause respiratory problems in young children and the elderly and faulty power points and wiring which could potentially electrocute young children.

With proper maintenance a minor issue costing less than RM500 to repair, would not turn into a major problem costing thousands to repair, and placing people in danger, and adding to health concerns.

Architect Centre recommends all house owners prepare a maintenance program to ensure their houses do not pose a hazard to the occupants at the same time the deterioration due to lack of upkeep would also cause to devalue their property over time.

“We will be building a comprehensive data base of building faults and we recommend that every home buyer should have a pre-purchase inspection but in the meantime, home buyers can obtain more information from www.archictectcentre.com.my 
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