23 May 2008
HOME BUYERS WARNED TO CHECK FOR TERMITES
Architect Centre, the building advisory service of the Malaysian Institute of Architects today warned Malaysian home buyers to carefully check their prospective homes for termites.

Ar Haji Hussein Hamzah, General Manager of Architect Centre said that pre-purchase inspections carried out by some of Architect Centre’s architects showed that hidden termite damage appeared to be worse than had been anticipated.

“Most home owners were aware that termites could damage door and window frames but we have seen evidence of much worse attacks in older homes that involved damage to the roof and ceiling structure which would cost unsuspecting buyers many thousands of ringgit in unexpected repair costs.”
He also said that it appeared that some home owners, when faced with repair bills of this magnitude were likely to put their houses up for sale rather than repair them.

“It is very easy to cover up termite damage and unsuspecting buyers could be buying a house with very expensive problems if they were not careful.”
“We advise all home buyers to have their property professionally checked before making an offer to purchase, or at the very least, undertake their own inspection.”

Home buyers can obtain more information from www.architectcentre.com.my or the comprehensive Australian site www.archicentre.com.au.
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